The Crisis
majority of the members of each community. The
franchise was extended. The privileges of governing
cksses were restricted or removed, especially with
regard to the armed forces and the civil services.
Administration of the law became less favourable
to the rich and powerful than it had been. The services
of government were extended into new spheres for
the advantage of common folk, in sanitation, water-
supply, roads, and schools, and in the regulation of
conditions in manufacture. Some social reforms on
the European continent were achieved by revolution-
ary movements, as in 1830 and 1848. In some instances
there was momentary civil war; and in spite of a much
more flexible system of government, civil war also
occurred in the United States in 1861. But in Great
Britain even the threat of violence in the 1830'$ came
to nothing; and yet the franchise was extended in
1832, 1867, 1918, and 1928. Local government was
freed from gang-control in 1833 and 1888. The civil
service was reformed in the 1870*5. The traditional
brutality of the law and its weighting against the poor
were gradually changed. The protection of wage-
earners was extended from the early factory Acts in
the 1830*5 to the Trade Boards Act of 1905 and the
Unemployment Insurance of 1911 and 1918. And
entirely new activities of government, local and
central, in health and education, were introduced.
The final result has been in all Western States a
transformation of the system of government and of
its relation to the governed, which was much more